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Submission To Parfiamentary _Sélegt Committee on Electoral Reform - 26" Nov 2011
By Wong Piarig_ Yow -

1. Public"anfiden.c_e in the E_Ie&tiqns Cé;mfmiséioh and Enhancing th-e'.ir Independence
2. A'pp'ointmer'.it of Ele.(.i'tiqn--c_.ommi'ss-ion:

3 Hovy indepent!é_n:t is _t_he._EC?' - :

- 4.SPR Ov'eksight'Boa.:-fl_d :

5, Restriction on pmﬁer of the EC .. :

6. Wéaknésses in the .'E.Iéct.‘ig:)_n.A'ct'.s 'ahd .R'e_gu'l_ations?

:7-‘.. Election,Exﬁens.e_s L

8 Outofdatelaws on _t_h.‘;"'!:.S.‘P-R w_:é.b:sjite': e f

9, I.\].(.J:'shf.ftin'g}jof.bal:iotbo:xi _'

| 10 F'prrr.l_..l.t‘.l-. '

11, Pérforknéhce_ -'of_'_c‘he'_E:C_:' .

.'.1.'2'._'.:G'ene_ra.l': '_Pol.i'c'e.' Permits ' :

13. Postal Voter Rolls -
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5 Restriction on power of the. of the EC: :

We note that there are severe restrictions on the abl“t\/ of the EC to take action against election’
'offences It appears that this power is vested in the Public’ Prosecutor A common sentence weseeln .
the Election Acts and Regulatlons is: A prosecutron for an. offence under thrs Part shah’ not be mst:tuted
 without the sonctron of the Publrc Prosecutor. ' ' ' '

‘We s'ee this in:_page re_fer_eh__ces to E_]e'ct'r()n Laws by International Law Book Services (pg XxX)

a. [Election Offences Act 1964]
S6 (4) Offences agalnst thl..a pa rt: (pg 30),- .
511(3) Pumshment and mcapacuttes for corrupt practlce {pg 35),
. §27 (2) Pumshment for conwctlon for |lIegaI practice (pg 54),
' 'Par_t Y Excuse for co_rr_upt or |I_|ega_! pra_ctsce (pg 58), -

[Elect|on Commlssmn Act 1957]
' S 11 Consent of Publlc Prosecutor to prosecutlons (pg 96)

o [Control Of Motor Vehlcles and VESSBIS 1959]
R 10 Sanction of Pubhc Prosecutor (pg 110)
o Two effects have been seen ' o : . .
: 1. Candrdates in celtam partles commrt corrupt acts wnthout fear of prosecutlon, _
.2. The SPR offlcers can abuse thelr powers and act with impunity as they feel that they W|II be
protected ’rrom sanctlon - -

' Eg S!bu by- electlon May 2010 Prlme Mmlster gave hls famous ”You heip me T help you speech durmg :
‘a ceramah in Slbu :

 sarawak state-eregtions'-ihfnp”r 2011;

_'a_._ SK. Tan;ong, Batu Danaii; KTM was recmng the serial no. of the batiot paper as each voter
o entered the polllng station, ' o e - :
b, SK Tanjong, Batu Danau ThIS pollmg centre-had oniy 1 polling station. Accordlng to the Jadual

" Mengundi issued by the Returning Officer, theré was no provision of a Barung Yéton polling
day, a Barung was set up by the SPR and the place was crawling W|th e!ectton workers of one
particular party, _ : .

. KTMat Batu Kawah refused to |ssue Form 14 to the counting agent.

Proposal:
1. Powerto prosecute should be vested in the Election Commlssmn and not in the Pubhc
Prosecutor. All restrictions on such power of the EC to prosecute shou]d be removed.

6. W aknesses in the Electmn Acts and Regulat[ons'-’
Pg 24 [EOA] 53 Offences by any person.

After 50 years, it should be reasonahble to expect that the SPR has a complete list of offences that can
possibly exist under the sun. Can we ask them to prepare a comprehensn\re list, consult all the political
parties and draft up a Code of Conduct during an election campaign, vialation of which will constitute an
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There has been many reports of the pre5|d|ng offlcer refusmg to issue Form 14 to the candldate or
agents, far too many. This has to stop. We propose that a sub- paragraph by added

(i} If the presiding offrcer refuses to issue Form 14 to the candidate or his agent as attend, he shaﬂ be
urrested immediately ond charged under [EOA] S4(g)is wrthout reasonable cause guifty of any actor -
- gmission.in breach of his. offrc:al duty and thfs actron shaH not be referred to the Public Prosecutor for
: sarnctfon : :

11, Performance of the EC . Y .
- We will be tablmg a |ISt of their poor actions in future hearlngs As-we conduct tralnlng courses, we
receive complamts from the partlupants that can be complled for the cons:deratlon of the PSC..

One quick point: In the Apr 2011 State'E'lections many co'nst'ituencies did not"get e'no'ugh 'Bo'rang" ‘

" Sumpah KerahSIaan and- SPR Tags for PACABA With-more than 50 years of experlence, this is not

acce ptable ‘One-can.only. conclude that this is- delrberate If they cannot getsucha 5|mple requnrement
rlght they have no busmess to be conductlng electlons : '

' 12 General: Police. Permlts , : . :
_We can not accept the mterference of pollce in the conduct of elect|on5 Durmg an electlon candldates '
should not requwe a police permlt to hold- any gathermg The presence of pollce in any polltlcal event

¢hould be miriimal such that they do not appear as’ a threat to the publtc

. They shall not be penmtted to place lmped|ments such as road blocks to dlsrupt any candldate s
: campalgn s : : ' '

- To p"u.t-it slmply. They shO'ul_d get ou't:.of the 'w_ay. _

13, Posta_l\loter Rolls o

_ 'We are unable to: flnd any procedures for the i issue of postal voter rolls Can we ask the SPR to publ;sh :t_. . . e

_ lregularly every quarterly, jUSt lrke the normal electoral rolls
" Tha,n'k you for your Con'sid_era‘t'ion.j

' ---S‘Egned:

Won'g Piang Yow
* {ic: 500902-01- 5043) .

‘012 2149322, gy gtmdakmala 5|a gmajl.com
14 §S17/21, Subang Jaya 47500 Selangor





